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i FORUM DISCUSSION
GETS RIGHT OF WAY

Replaces Consideration of D.
C. Suffrage at Petworth Citizens'Association Meeting.

SPEECH OF MR. NEWMAN
PRECIPITATES THE ISSUE

Commissioner's Address Brings
Forth Vigorous Retort From E. H.

I Daniels of Board of Education.

Action on both suffrage for the Districtmid K. \V. Oyster's proposed new
form of District government were
sidetracked at tlie meeting of the PetworthCitizens' Association, at 8th and
^ Iiepherd streets northwest, last even'ing by the unforeseen introductionof the community forum by Com!missioncr Oliver P. Newman and a

vigorous counter retort by Ernest 11.
Daniels, vice president of the board
of edu ation.
A vote on the Oyster proposition had

been made the order of the evening
more than a monthago by the association.and after the receipt of the usual
committee reports last night the associationseemed about ready to take
up Mr. Oyster's measure, with a sugjgestionfrom President James that
speeches be limit eel to live minutes,
when one of the members vigorously

.declared he would need an hour. The
association had several invited guests
[present, including A. Leftwieh Sinclair,
Commissioner Newman. Chapin Drown,
James K. Oyster and Ernest Daniels,
who were expected to make addresses,
jand so by vote the consideration of the
Oyster resolution was deferred until
later in the evening, when the speeches
that followed made further postponementnecessary until a spec.a meetingnext Tuesday evening, when all
otner matters will be laid aside fruitsconsideration.

Address of Mr. Sinclair.
Mr. Sinclair, the first speaker, dctclarcdthat he, in emimon with a very

large percentage of the people of the
[District of Columbia, favored an

amendment to the Constitution of the
Tinted States giving tlie District representationin the Senate and t lie
House of Representatives ami in the
ie« torai college. Such an ameiuljinent. he said, is proposed in a joint
tsolution framed by the Washington
Chamber of Commerce which is now
.'ending before committees in Congross.It was introduced i> the Senateby Senator George k. Chambei

lain,a democrat, of Oregon, and in the
House of Representatives by RepresentativeRichard W. Austin, a republican,of Tennessee.
After outlining the text of the resojlution. which is designated in the Senjate as "S. .1. Res. 32." lie began I>y

quoting from the argument advanced
uy Theodore \V. Noyes, a member of
me committee of the Chamber of Comjmerce which drafted the resolution,
iand which has already appeared in The
Star.
"We of the District of Columbia arc

entitled to this form of representation
in the national government upon every
principle of equity and justice," said
Air. Sinclair. "It snould have been giv1en to us many years ago. The foundjers of this government did not intend
that the people of the District should
be disfranchised forever. Of this there

{is abundant evidence."
lie then quoted from speeches of

members of Congress, which show* d
tile expectation held upon the subject
in the early days, beginning with Repjresentative Dennis ol Maryland, in De1cember, 1S00, and including RepresentjativeSmiley of Pennsylvania, at the

| same time, who declared that "every
mail who contributed to the suport oi

la government ought to be represented
in it, otherwise his natural rights were

jsubverted and he was left not a cilijzen, but a slave."

More People Than Some States.
Mr. Sinclair contended that the obviousreason the District was not givenrepresentation in Congress at the

beginning was that its population was

then too small. "It now exceeds that
of six states," he continued, "Nevada,
Wyoming, Delaware, Arizona. Idaho
and New Mexico, each represented by
two senators and at least one repreisentative, while the District is unrepjresented at all.
"Why," he asked, "should we lie deprived'of representation in the ConIgress which makes all our laws and

imposes and disburses our taxes and
which may send every mother's son of
us to war to be wounded or killed?
Why should we be deprived of participationin the choice of President, who
apponts our Commsisioners, our judges,
our District attorney, our post master,
our marshal, our register of wills, our

recorder of deeds and other local publicofficers?
"The denial of these rights is inconsistentwith the principles and proIoiuinnu nnr frop institutions If th#»

people of the District w-ere not relied
upon to hear the burdens and fight the
battles of the government, there might
he some reason why they should he
deprived of the e rights. But such is
not the case. They bear identically

j the same burdens and render the same
service as citizens in other parts of
the country. Should they not, therefore,he placed upon the same footing,
politically, as their fellow citizens
elsewhere'.'"

Question Is Non-Partisan.
"It should be stated," he said, "that

this is not a party question. I do not
know whether the District would go
democratic or republican. That, to my

mind, is immaterial. The question is

simply whether the principle of representativegovernment shall be recognizedhere in the capital of the republic.
where* in the past, it has been cast
aside."
The status of the disfranchised peopleof the District, he said, has been

the subject of frequent comment in and
out of Congress. In support of this he
said Representative Clark, as early as
1 S>05, declared that whenever he spoke
of the Inhabitants of the District he
alluded to mem wmi pu.v anu compassion,"and "he devoutly wished to see
them placed in a condition more congenialto his own and the feeling of
every true lover of civil and political
freedom."
He then quoted from President Monroe'ssecond message to Congress, in

1S18. who suggested that "It may merit
consideration whether an arrangement
better adapted 10 the principles of our
government and to the particular interestsof the people may not be tievisedwhich will neither infringe the
Constitution nor affect the object
which the provision in question (of
the Constitution) was intended to secure":from President Tyler, who said,
in 1844. "The District presents the
only anomaly in our republic where
the legislators are selected by others
than those for whom they make the
laws," from the late Mayor Matthew
G. Emery and the late Mayor Sayles
J. Bowen, both of whom challenged the
reason for the discrimination against
the people of the District; from SenatorBlair of New Hampshire, in 1890,
who declared, "It would be supposed
that the government of the United
States would be administered in the
republican form: that the capital of
the foremost republic on the face of
the earth, that one spot exclusively
under its control, would itself be a
model republic, without the trace of

a

despotism, or of aristocracy; that such
a community would illustrate in the
highest possible form the practical
working's and the superior blessings
of a democratic and representative
form of government: that in such a

specific locality, if nowhere else, governmentof the people would be by
the people and for the people.''

Quotes Speaker Clark.
Representative (now Speaker) Champ

Clark, on April 0. 1900, was quoted as

declaring that "The fact that under the
shadow «»f the nation's capital 300,000
American citizens, white and black,
are completely disfranchised, not permittedto vote on any proposition
under the sun. are reduced to the loweststate of being the nation's wards;
have no more voice in the government
under which they live than have the
inhabitants of Africa, is the saddest'
commentary t«» l»e found anywhere on
the theory of representative governiment."
Mr. Sinclair was followed by Chapin

Biowii in an indorsement of what Mr.
Sinclair had set forth, lie said he had
canvassed both the Senate arrd the
House of liepresenlat ves upon the
proposition and had been unable to
iind a single argument against it. lie
felt that a delegate in Congress, withoutthe right to vote, did not meet the
requirements, which, he said, demandjed a representation that could swap
votes and say to opponents, as was frequentlydone in both bodies. "If you
oppose our needs we will do the same

! for yours." Mr. Brown urged the
members of the association to both
pray and work for the Chamberlain
measure.
"l-'ray with something more than

your hearts," he said. "If you cannot
roach a member of Congress yourself.write to your friends out in the.
states and urge them to argue the
matter with their congressmen. I ant
a member* of the republican national
committee," lie said, "and ^propose
to take the matter up with my fellow
committeemen and persuade them to
use their influence that tardy justice
may at last he done the capital of the
United States."

Speech of Commissioner Newman.
Commissioner Newman was next introducedby President .laities. Mr. Newmanseemed to speak slowly and with

jsome hesitation, carefuily threading
his way through several subjects that
had been sharply discussed in the presentationof l lie committee reports,
notably the objection to tic location
of the new municipal hospital in the
territory hounded by Georgia avenue,
14th, rpshur and Allison streets, and
the suffrage propositions. He finally
launched into an exposition of the
community center and forum proposition,saying it contemplated the formationof little democracies around each
schoolhouse with the srhoolhouse for
its capitol, where the parents of the
rieighborhood might meet to discuss
questions of community interest and
[a majority of them regulate the subjectsto be discussed and the use of the
school for the purpose.
The i urposr. lie said, was not solely the

social and recreational use'of the schoolhotis'-.but the creation of a center for tnr.
noliticai activitv or the neiunooraood.
with the principal of the school as the executivesccreati'.v. forming a link between
the school, the members of the community
and the centra! government. The school.
h said, couid be made a voting center for
the neighborhood, in the event of suffrage
Two advantage.*: were apparent, he said :
one was that long before an election the
adults of the neighborhood would have

S. :!-lied out in the eor mini t v fnrum nil
tin- matters t<> 1>^- voted upon, and the
other that it won id make thoroughly resi:ctable the voting: plane. Woman suffrage.which seemed to he contemplated
here, he said, had cleaned up the voting
places wherever it existed. The majority
<>f the men and women of the District
would determine what would be done and
what talked about and determine when
and how the school might be used for
social or recreational purposes.

Says Forum Would Help.
Mr. Newman declared that both the

Commissioners and the committees in
Congress needed help in interpreting the
needs of the people of the District and
that the community forum would be a tremendousadvantage for this purpose, if
self-government he granted, and if it is
not it would be a tremendous advantage
anyway. He concluded i.y saying .o

would like to see the plan put in operationin every school in the District, air.
Newman also was warmly applauded at
the close of his address.

.lames ! '. Oyster, who was then introduced,strongly indorsed the arguments
of Messrs. Sinclair and Brown tor representationof the people of the District
in Congress and the electoral college. He
spoke brietly of his experience while connectedwith the board of education and
declared emphatically his belief that not
only should the board have exclusive and
undivided control of the public schools,
but that it should have broader and fuller
authority in dealing with the schools than
it has, and which was given elsewhere
throughout the country.
Vice President Daniels of the board of

education was then introduced for a few
remarks and in a direct and vigorous
manner he went right to the root of what
he had to say.
"We have the best school equipment to

be found in the United States," he declared,"secured largely through the untiringefforts of Capt. Oyster during his
connection with the hoard we have the
finest and most loyal corps of teachers
to b.e found in the country, keenly and
intelligently alive to the real needs and
unalterably loyal to the schools, and we
also have a splendid corps of janitors.
What we need most is to know what to
teach and we must learn this from the
parents.

jrirst uuxy to tne CAildren.*'
"Our first duty is to the children, to

educate them and fit them for their
future duties in life, and anything that
interferes with that or with the legitimateoperation of the schools we are
opposed to.
"I am not impressed with the communityforum. It is a fad, and like all

other finis will soon die out. We
granted the use they asked of the
schools. Then they wanted them on
Sunday. That meant janitor service
and pay for the extra work to the
janitors. The property we must take
care of and we are going to do it. The
Johnson-Hollis bill makes the principalof the school the executive secretaryof the forum. She has too much
already of legitimate duty to perform
to crowd this work upon her.
"If Congress says we must open the

school buildings on Sunday and gives
the money to do it. we will do it." Mr.
Daniels then went on to say that a
canvass of the sentiment pro and con
showed unmistakably that the sentimentwas opposed to the Sunday
forum. The Park View association, he
said, had favored the idea. But, he
said, results of the use of the schoolroomhad been bad. He referred to
the condition of the room after use for
the purpose and said even the blackboardshad been defaced by unseemly
use.
"Everybody," he said, "who has a fad

wants to tack It on to the schools of
the District." He offered to take up
the Johnson-Hollis bill and discuss it
section by section, if the association
caicu iw nave 411111, auu iie urgeu again
and again that the association be not
misled by smooth talkers with new
propositions about the schools, but to
give the board of education a chance
to be heard in every instance before it
acted.
'"The board now has the power," he

said, "to grant the use of the schools
for-any purpose allied with the cause
of education," and, continuing. he
said he would like to debate this forum
bill with any one who had an interest
in it. He would soon be able to show
what it meant to the school system
of the District.

Promises a Competent Debater.
Commissioner Newman at this point

arose and urged that if the association
proposed to let Mr., Daniels discuss the
bill its proponents' be given an opportunityto do likewise. "I promise to
supply a competent debater to support
the forum side of the argument."

President James, who had followed
closely the spirited argument, arose at
this point, and, after thanking the
speakers for their addresses, assured
them that the association had both the
facilities and the intelligence to investigateand ascertain the facts on
all questions .for itself, and then to

{ take such legislative action within it:
scope as mignt be proper. The remarl
caused laughter, lightened the tension
and the association, after setting apar
next Tuesday night for the considers
tion of the K. \V. Oyster local governmentproposition, adjourned.
The association will probably holt

its rose show May 23 «and 24, accord
ing to its committee's recommenda

J tion. Jesse C. Suter. delegate fron
the association, stated that he woult
v,.lo fVi«. til A NrtliwUvtn,- ...Kot;<ntA fni

Ithe Chambet lain bill in the Fcderatioi
of Citizens* Associations unless other
wise instructed. He also made
vigorous argument against the pro
nosed location for the new Municipa
Hospital, stating that the character am
condition of the people forced to go t«
the hospital would tend to seriouslj
affect the, car service from n sanitary
standpoint, and he held that the liealti
of Oiie high school girl or boy was
above all those who would be benefltec
by the hospital. He favored, as a las'
tesort. a tight against an appropriatio.
for a new hospital rather than have i
located in Pet:worth. To abandon tin
present site in Fast Washington, h«
said, meant the abandonment of a mil
lion dollars' worth of government prop
ei ty already there, some of it. padlocked now against use.

E. A. BRAND ADDRESSES
SAVANNAH CONVENTS

Discusses World Markets Befor;
Basket and Fruit Package Manufacturers'Association.

SAVANNAH. Ga.. April IS..VVliil
American merchants do not want t<
take undue advantage of the world's
markets now, they should familiariz*
themselves "so that they will be abb
to compete on fair grounds after th«
war is over, according to KdwaTd A
Brand, assistant chief of tlie bureau o

foreign and domestic commerce, win
spoke here today before the N'ationa
Basket and Fruit Package Manufacturers*Association.
"Our efforts in Hie world's markets.'

he said, "should be regarded in tin
nature of helping the foreign con

sumers to secure the commodities the:
desire, and which they can no longc
procune eisewncre. rather than increas
ing our own sales. In other words
this is a time for preparedness rathe
than exploitation.
"We should be in a position at tlv

end of the war to meet and conipet
with our trade rivals on their owi
ground. And Anally American manu
faoturers must realize once for all tha
the bulk of our products are being sold
and will continue to be sold, in foreipi
markets, because of their superior qua!
My and not because of low prices. 'Mad
in America" has always been interpreter
as 'higher but better than" the foreigi
product, and we must try to preserve tha
meaning."

Mr. Brand also explained the oppor
tunitv which the south had to par
licipatc in this foreign trade. an
pointed to Latin America as one of th
big fields in which the south coul>
claim a large share of the trade.

Paul Aumiller, forty, who shot an
killed Paul Prietz last February, wa
convicted of murder in the second de
grce at Baltimore and sentence wa
;uspended.
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r DESTRUCTIVE FIRES
; WINE IN WINK
: I Blaze in Woods Near Accotinl
,; Worst in Years. Covering

Very Large Area.

I i HOUSES. BARNS BURNED:
!'! LIVE STOCK DESTROYEt
]

Passengers on Trains Say Smoke Ha
Been So Dense as to Obscurethe Sun.

j t" v. orst. forest fires that have vis
itc.l ii-nrby Virginia in several year
:broke owl yesterday in the woods wea

i Accotink. resulting in the destruction
of timber over an area nearly te
miles long- and several miles wid<
During the lire at least four house
were burned, with several barns an
some live stock.

e Passengers arriving in this city o
' the Washington and Southern trai
3 from Jtichmond reaching here short!

before 7 o'clock last night said tha
big forest fires were burning all a Ion
the railroad from a few miles thi
side of Fredericksburg to a point abov
Franconia. At Accotink station, the
said, and for several miles along th

j road this side of that place the smok
from the lires was so dense as to oh
score the sun completely.
Near Accotink, it was stated, t'.v

houses were in flames as the trai
passed, while two other houses ha
already burned and nothing remaine

r of them but the chimneys.

Back-Fire Ineffective.
r The fire was borne on yesterday

nift-n winn. ami nacK-Hrc- was unavai

e ins: in checking: the advance of th
i

t
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flames. Fanners and others, the pasjsenders on the train stated, were at
work fighting the fires, l»ut. so far as

J i-ould he seen from the ears, then efjforts were not effective, as the fires
L j were racing ahead of Mie wind and
I {whole stretches of second-growth pineft forests were wrapped in flames. The
I passengers said that at J.ortou. which
lis the railroad station for the lJistrict
workhouse at Occoquan. ii was re:ported that the fire was raging in the
pine mouth near the workhouse tract.

V i» was said by these passengers that
trainmen reported the fire at Accotink
01 iginatcd frotn a heap of burning: ties.
The tier, it was stated, had been re;moved in the eourse of track-repair
work, and laborer? bad set fire to

ihem. as is the custom. The ftronjr
wind carried embers into nearby
woods, whi' h were as dry as tindet
by reason of ilie 'ona drought in tltis

(section, aitii the flames witiiin an itour
j or so were beyond control. 4

) Seven Miles From Railroad.
A log" fire was reported to be raging

in the woods somewhere west of <*herry
S H'll and Quantico. the passengers m.

it he train reported. Although appa'Icntlysix or seven miles from the railiroad, they said, the smoke from this
tire totally obscured the sun as the

It rain passed, about o'clock. The fir.
was reported t<» lie in the woods along

j the old Telegraph road ami not fai frori
s 'the famous Chappawamsie swamps,
r Reports received at the forest servic
n yesterday and this morning were to th«

effect that disastrous fires had broker
:i out in the national forest tract oi
?. many thousands acres recently acquire*
s|in Rockingham and adjacent counties

This forest lies in the Shenandoah val"ley and the Valley of Virginia, and extendsover considerable portions of tin
ri Blue Ridge mountains. The fires tliert

were reported to extend over se.vefa
" t hnnei nrl q/too -ill T i tnhr
v in the hurnpd-ovr region being fie
, stroved. Heavv rains throughout \ if

liiniii. it was said at tlie forest servief^ Itmlav. will be necessary if the fires al
s lover the state are extinguished hefor<
e they burn out for lack of dry timbei
v jand' undergrowth on which to feed.
C . ~~

Cornell Club Has Weekly Tea.
"

The weekly tea of the Cornell Clul
of Washington will he li^ld this afterunoon from 4 to 0 o'clock at the clul

<3 headquarters, 1"»01 H street northwest
d At luncheon at the Ebbitt House yes'

tenia . Howard K. Ames, president ol

the club, told of arctic exploits wlicr
lie was in the navy. Mr. Ames is sS
member of the class of 1^7-1 of Cornell

I_ j Other talks were-given by Paul B. Lun
e '07. ami E. E. Ha^vley, 9u.
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INSURES TWINE FOR HARVEST."^
Federal Trade Commission to Dis-.

*.
tribute Yuqatan s Sisal Supply.

Disposal of the present availably
sisal supply in Yucatan. Mexico.
passed into the hands cf the fed-';
eral trade commission. b\ direction «>fythe l/ntied States Senate, at the re-o"
quest of the marketing organiz.it '»n <>6jMexican planters, the Comision Uf-ju
ladore. The liber will be distributed b\%
11» trade commission t c* Americanmanufacturersof binder twine af
prices and tnulet conditions laid downjaythe comision. The 12a,Odu bales Paul.
^uflk-ifint supply of twine for the forth^co:ni:iE Anierii.-.in harvest.
While the trade commission Is dis-*'

'posing of lie sisal, the Senate su lirnni -3
{ ivittee m \ est cat in a the operations o^'
the planters organization will con
tlnne. * It was said today that tlnsj
trade commission might begin .< separateinquiry into the alienation* con-'5
cerniiiR" the Harvester company's cf-'
fort to comer the market

The Doctor Calls ;
It "Auto-intoxi« j

, cation**.It meansselfpoisoning.anailment that ;!
is almost universal with
men and women of sedentiary employment.* Its cause
is the daily intake of indigesti
ible foods. Mineral oils and
saline laxatives will not cure

it. Help Nature to clean
j out the poisons by eating
Shredded Wheat Biscuit, a
food that builds healthy tissueand keeps the bowels
sweet and clean. The per-,j
feet food of health and';
strength for youngsters and
grown-ups, for men who

r work with hand or brain.
It is ready-cooked and
ready-to-serve. Made at
Niagara Falls, N. Y.

I Sale Jj
te Season 1||H\
plest English ballads, Rk||| V
terpretation. Never wMi *

andon been heard as W/nj/M
aorsuch tendernessof wil//!u
"dson's famous ballad.

May Ij
part, presenting nor- HM
:ordings, thrilling war HNjthat range from joyous Mil
srn Russian composers.

cording
r WIVES OF WINDSOR Mf/mtITURL (Nicolai) Prince's IINBH

HELLO OVERTURE. (Auber) i
's Orchestra. ^^\yVI
iterest Hr^J
udeville pair enter the ytyfm
ing successes; in addiusoperatic chorales;
Eldora Stanford, and l^QM

ier way may be assembled EM^j
aur dealer will gladly play Bf.Vl

t was dictated to tfu Dictaphone

BIAl
>S 1
>rds for Sale by HMB

1230 (i St. Ji.W.
(O CO.. 1217 F St. X.W.
t 7th St. > »
T. J\C., 905 K St. K.W.
it. vw.
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